
 

🎓 Attendance at Tūtira Ashgrove School 

Every Day Matters – Kia Noho Tahi Tātou 

At Tūtira Ashgrove School we believe learning grows from connection, belonging, and relationships. Our name Tūtira 
reminds us that we are strongest when we stand together. 

When students attend school regularly they build friendships, stay connected to their learning, and feel part of our 
school community. Every day at school is another opportunity for our tamariki to learn, grow, and thrive. 

Our 2026 Goal 

Our goal is for 65% of our students to attend school regularly (90% or more of the time) by the end of 2026. 

This is an important step toward the national goal of 80% regular attendance by 2030. 

Why Attendance Matters 

Regular attendance helps students: 

• Build strong friendships and relationships​
• Stay connected with their learning​
• Develop confidence and resilience​
• Achieve their full potential 

Even a few days away from school can make learning more challenging, as important learning and connections can 
be missed. 

Our Current Attendance Picture 

In 2025 our attendance data showed some important patterns: 

• Term 1: 52% regular attendance​
• Term 2: 41% (winter illnesses had an impact)​



• Term 3: 37% (a seasonal dip)​
• Term 4: 45% (a strong improvement from 2024) 

One positive highlight is that our students are excellent at arriving on time, with 98% punctuality. However, some 
students move into the “irregular attendance” category due to extended holidays during term time. 

How We Support Attendance 

We know that sometimes barriers to attendance arise. Our approach is always supportive and relationship-focused. 

 



 



 

We follow a stepped support process: 

Step 1 - Early Support 

If a student has more than 5 days of absence, the Deputy Principal  will check in with whānau to see if any support is 
needed. 

Step 2 - Targeted Support 

If absences reach around 10 days, the Deputy Principal may connect with the family to develop an Attendance 
Support Plan. 

Step 3 - Extra Support 

If absences reach 15 days or more, the school leadership team may work with external attendance services to ensure 
the right support is in place. 

Our focus is always on removing barriers and helping students return to regular attendance. 

 
 



Communicating Absences 

If your child is going to be away, please let us know through the HERO app before 9:00am. 

Each morning our office team follows up any unexplained absences to make sure students are safe and accounted 
for. 

Term Time Holidays 

We understand that family experiences are important. However, holidays during school time can have a significant 
impact on learning continuity. 

For example, missing five days each term can add up to over a full year of learning lost by the end of Year 8. 

Where possible, we strongly encourage whānau to plan holidays during school holiday periods. 

Working Together 

Attendance is a partnership between school and whānau. By working together we can ensure our tamariki are 
present, connected, and thriving. 

If you ever need support with attendance, please reach out. We are here to help. 

Our Commitment 

At Tūtira Ashgrove School we are committed to ensuring that: 

Every student is present​
Every student feels connected​
Every student has the opportunity to succeed 

Because at the heart of it all: 

Attendance matters because our students matter. 

Ngā mihi 

​
 

Leon Van’t Veen​
Tumuaki​
Tūtira Ashgrove School 
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