~ Graphic novel

«War diary.

Marisel and Panna Kota
saving cultural heritage»




dedicated to museum workers of Ukraine

Marisel and Panna Kota are ordinary cats which lived a carefree
and peaceful life in the unusual Odesa Museum, better known in
Ukraine as the Bleshchunov House.

24/02/2022 is the day that forever changed the lives of both people
and animals in Ukraine.

The Museum Cats decided to tell a story about the cultural heritage
of Ukraine, which is in danger, about real people and real animals.

It is no coincidence that the comic book writers chose two Museum
Cats as the main characters. First, these animals actually exist, and
the museum staff have cared for them for many years. Secondly,
Odesa is known as a city where cats enjoy truly royal treatment and
where they are loved and cared for.

With the optimism inherent in Odesans, the comic book tells the
story of the rescue of the museum collection and its partially
restored activities in the context of a full-scale war, and also the life
of Odesans in the extraordinarily trying times. Another important
character in the story is the cityscape of Odesa, which has changed
beyond recognition.

Today, Marisel and Panna Kota lead a more active social life than in

pre-war times and selflessly work as "cat therapists" for visitors to
the exhibition and communication space of Flat Ne 6".

Marisel - museum cat from 2014

Panna Kota - cat therapist from 2021

Those who helped the Museum Cats tell about the events that
happened to the museum and Odesans:

Olena Iliasova - author of the idea

Maria Apriatova - illustrator



Hello! My name is Marisel,
and this is my colleague,
Panna Kota.
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We are i’

museum cats.
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We make our living as art
curators in the museum
and exhibition space.

Yes, we are well versed

1n purr-art.
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How dare they? What bad luck

88 to have such neighbours. ..

Russia attacked Ukraine.
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- \\\\\\ // S According to the ancient
A 0 Greek myth, Odysseus was the only
Q = mortal to survive the Sirens.
d you live in the heroic city of Odesa.
Come on, Marisel,

y wake up and act now!

~I'll get some
medicine
and water.

some groceries.
I won't spend a lot
for we need to save

salt,sugar
no more then
two kg

in one hands




I’'m going to .
defend you My love, please \
i come back alive! 2
A\ and our country. > »)
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love my home, my country,
I don't want to leave,
but I have kittens.

Yes, you should
take care of them,
b, SO go to a safe place.




My daughter and
grandchildren
went to Poland.

My boyfriend
went to war.
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We both have to work.
Let’s meet at the museum.
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I’m like a horsman " g I’'m like a
of Ancient Rus. /f g :r Zaporizhian Cossack,
' only on foot.

the collection for
evacuation.




Sings "Oh u luzi

(Chervona Kalyna)

chervona kalyna"

you need to protect
the windows.

Where did the sand
come from?

I've never heard

It is a seaside city, no?

you sing before. /b | j
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Volunteers at the Yacht Club
fill sandbags and deliver

them around the city.




"‘

>

They work
in freezing water and
| strong winds, but they
Il are brave and inspired
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; They’ve built

a specific structure
to protect our famous

Duke on the
Boulevard.
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I hope that
this netting
will save just
one life.

need to learn
how to make
«kikimoray
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‘Wow, an air raid
warning and a bell
ringing. So beautiful,
and that’s a
coincidence!




Mom, I’m study Polish.
My older child is already

I think about you

in kindergarten.

| all the time! I'm worry!
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We are fine.

I look at your
childhood photos.
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Don't be afraid, kitty!
I already know how to
shoot a grenade
launcher, live near
a fire, climb
a mountain to receive
your message,
warm myself
with a friend’s back,
and most importantly,
drink instant coffee :)
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During martial law,
§ you must always have
an identity document.
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In the event of an air alert, i
immediately go to the :
nearest bomb shelter.

\

It is forbidden
to be in public places
during the curfew.
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Don't be alarmed
— I'm just printing
out documents.

We have almost no
packing materials left.
There was no air alert,
but what was that
sound?
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They are even
shelling Red
Cross facilities. <
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v’* We’ve prepared fire

extinguishing agents and
packaging materials for
you. Is there anything
else you need?

7 Do not place
the Blue Shield
protection marker
on the museum.

\

Hi, Panna Kota,
I'm worried
about you.




Museur for Change |
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We have enough
packaging materials
and fire extinguishers.
We also have gas masks
to protect us from
chemical weapons. |
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I do believe
we won't
need them.

A thoroughly document Y\
all before packing. //
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breathe in
the sea air.
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No need for medication.
I have a better remedy
to calm my nerves.
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She’s probably
thinking, that he
is a descendant of
the ancient
Greek god of war,

Ares. -
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Odesa colleagues
shared the necessary
materials with us.
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came to the
Kharkov lions
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Our
"The Night on the Dnipro"
is reminiscent of the works
by Arkhyp Kuindzhi.
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Rushists destroyed
his museum and his
hometown, Mariupol.
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Rushists destroyed the museum
in Ivankiv town with the collection
of Maria Prymachenko's works.
The townspeople saved
them from the fire.
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y — b —/" Yes, war is war,
/W /Tt's good that but COVID hasn't
A we've made gone anywhere.
a booster.
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= ‘ I hope that the Rynok Square T : X
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Rushists didn’t spare ancient = ) ‘ :
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Coéupon No. 120.
We'll have to queue,
for about 3-4 hours.
But we're almost
out of money
and food.




The collection
is packed, so we
need to fill the boxes.
Oh, your paws are

Yes, it’s hard work,
but the men at war,
so we do it ourselves.
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I’m painting
on the Boulevard.

" Did you hear

the Caesar
howitzers
are coming?

I'm about to paint
either. Paris-is very \
beautiful, but I want
to go home




You’re going
with the collection.
I'm staying at home.
Don't worry about me. /
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Ukraine
needs protection.
A sort of the Great Wall
of China, patrolled by
fighter dragons.

Or better yet,
the Motherland monument
should hold the head
of Medusa Gorgon to defend
us against our enemies.
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Life will overcome death, and light will overcome darkness,
as President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said.
Let's hold the line. We’re working for victory.

/|

g‘%
4

4
3
) /////7),/

)
4

d 7

8 p A7 7
)’-‘:; { - 4 A
Wlhee_ G Ol ¢
V‘%

|

9“79
y

sl (1
&







Odesa municipal museum
of personal collections
named after Oleksandr Bleschunov

a

Autors: Olena lliasova end Maria Apriatova

Odesa municipal museum of personal collections
named after Olerkandr Bleschunov
Ukraine, Odesa, Polska street, 19

www.bleschunov.com

instagram @museum_bleschunov
museumbleschunov@gmail.com
+38 048 763 03 86



