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JAMES COURAGE

A LANDMARK OF
AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND
QUEER LITERATURE

A Way of Love follows Bruce, a middle-aged
architect, and Philip, a younger man still
wrestling with his identity, as they try to make a
life together in late-1950s London. Tender,
uneasy and deeply observant, the novel
explores desire, intimacy and the risks of
openness in a society in which homosexuality
remained criminalised.

James Courage (1903-63) was born in
Christchurch and grew up near Amberley
before spending most of his adult life in
England. Five of his eight novels returned to
Canterbury as their setting. A Way of Love is
widely regarded as the first gay novel by a New
Zealander.

@® First new edition since 1959

Banned in New Zealand in 1961

[

@ Published ahead of Banned Books
Week and Courage Day

[

Rare portrait of gay London before
decriminalisation

@® New introduction by Peter Parker and
afterword by Chris Brickell

PRAISE FOR A WAY OF LOVE

‘Beautifully written [..] a varied and sharply
observed portrait of gay life in the 1950s"

Peter Parker, editor of Some Men In
London: Queer Life, 1945-1959

‘An important mid-twentieth century queer novel’

Christopher A. Adams, historian of
queer censorship

“A significant almost-lost novel [..] a wonderful,

hopeful book” Layla McCay, author of The Queer
Bookshelf

ISBN: 978-1-0686906-4-8

PRICE: £12.99 (NZ RRP TBC)
PUBLICATION DATE: 24 September 2026
FORMAT: Paperback

EXTENT: 282pp

SIZE: 198 x 129 mm

THEMA: FBC, 5PS

MARKET: Literary Fiction; Queer Literature;
Reprints; Gay Classics

LURID EDITIONS

lurideditions.com | contact@lurideditions.com

AVAILABLE TO NZ BOOKSELLERS VIA
GARDNERS




	A WAY OF LOVE
	JAMES COURAGE
	A LANDMARK OF AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND QUEER LITERATURE
	A Way of Love follows Bruce, a middle-aged architect, and Philip, a younger man still wrestling with his identity, as they try to make a life together in late-1950s London. Tender, uneasy and deeply observant, the novel explores desire, intimacy and the risks of openness in a society in which homosexuality remained criminalised.
	James Courage (1903-63) was born in Christchurch and grew up near Amberley before spending most of his adult life in England. Five of his eight novels returned to Canterbury as their setting. A Way of Love is widely regarded as the first gay novel by a New Zealander.
	First new edition since 1959
	Banned in New Zealand in 1961
	Published ahead of Banned Books Week and Courage Day
	Rare portrait of gay London before decriminalisation
	New introduction by Peter Parker and afterword by Chris Brickell

	PRAISE FOR A WAY OF LOVE
	“Beautifully written [...] a varied and sharply observed portrait of gay life in the 1950s”
	“An important mid-twentieth century queer novel”
	“A significant almost-lost novel […] a wonderful,
	hopeful book”
	ISBN:   978-1-0686906-4-8
	PRICE:    £12.99 (NZ RRP TBC)
	PUBLICATION DATE:  24 September 2026
	FORMAT:  Paperback
	EXTENT:  282pp
	SIZE:  198 × 129 mm

	THEMA: FBC, 5PS
	MARKET: Literary Fiction; Queer Literature; Reprints; Gay Classics


	LURID EDITIONS
	lurideditions.com | contact@lurideditions.com
	AVAILABLE TO NZ BOOKSELLERS VIA GARDNERS



