
	

	

8	September	2017	

MEDIA	RELEASE:		Final	game	in	ice	hockey’s	Trans-Tasman	Challenge	set	to	be	an	epic	
face	off.	
	
A	thrilling	final	and	deciding	game	of	ice	hockey	in	the	Trans-Tasman	Challenge	has	been	set	up	with	Australia’s	
Mighty	Roos	winning	game	two	of	the	three	game	series	over	New	Zealand’s	Ice	Blacks.		

With	the	three	test	match	series	levelled	at	one	game	apiece,	the	final	to	be	played	in	Queenstown	tomorrow	night	
(Saturday	9	September)	will	be	a	heart	breaker	for	the	fans	of	one	nation.				

The	Ice	Blacks’	win	against	the	Mighty	Roos	in	game	one	was	only	the	second	time	in	thirty	years	of	games	between	
the	two	countries	that	New	Zealand	had	prevailed.		The	Australians	have	now	won	15	times,	New	Zealand	twice.	

“Tonight	we	witnessed	another	extremely	close	game	that	could	have	gone	either	way,”	said	Günther	Birgel,	
President,	New	Zealand	Ice	Hockey	Federation	(NZIHF).	

“Australia’s	goaltender	had	a	tremendous	game	and	kept	our	forwards	from	scoring.	Tomorrow	will	be	one	mighty	
game.”	

“The	Trans-Tasman	games	are	everything	that	we	hoped	for,”	said	Andy	McDowell,	Vice	President	Ice	Hockey	
Australia	(IHA).			

“The	intensity	with	which	New	Zealand	are	playing	is	as	fierce	as	anything	we	have	faced.		It’s	all	we	hoped	for	and	
with	the	score	at	one	all,	it’s	game	on	for	tomorrow’s	final	match.”	

The	Trans-Tasman	Challenge	three	game	series	comes	at	the	end	of	the	Audi	quattro	Winter	Games	NZ	which	hasn’t	
seen	ice	hockey	as	part	of	the	elite	winter	sport	gathering	since	2011.	A	sell	out	Queenstown	Ice	Arena	crowd	roared	
in	appreciation	as	they	witnessed	another	night	of	top	level	ice	hockey.		
	
The	games	are	sanctioned	by	the	IIHF,	however	will	not	count	towards	world	rankings.	It	is	a	‘friendly’	tournament	
with	plenty	of	Trans-Tasman	rivalry.		
The	game	began	straight	from	where	it	was	left	in	game	one	–	intense	and	fast.	There	were	seven	minutes	before	
the	first	penalty	went	to	the	Ice	Blacks.	Under	intense	pressure	the	Ice	Black's	held	the	Mighty	Roos	out	to	see	them	
back	to	five	on	five.	The	Mighty	Roos	forced	a	hooking	call	and	another	penalty	to	them	gave	the	Ice	Black's	a	5	on	3	



	

	

advantage.	However,	it	was	a	strong	first	period	for	the	Mighty	Roos	goaltender	who	made	some	crucial	saves.	At	
7.30	the	Ice	Blacks	were	called	for	tripping	and	Mighty	Roos	capitalised	with	a	power	play	goal	by	Per	Daniel	
Goransson.		
	
Period	two	opened	with	an	air	of	intensity	as	the	teams	were	evenly	balanced.	As	the	physicality	increased,	both	
teams	put	in	some	monster	hits.	At	8.39	the	Mighty	Roos	were	called	for	a	trip	and	the	Ice	Blacks	got	the	first	power	
play	of	the	period.	The	intensity	from	both	sides	right	down	to	the	wire	saw	the	period	out	1-0	to	the	Mighty	Roos.		
	
Period	three	the	pressure	was	intense	and	a	tussle	in	front	of	net	created	a	penalty	against	the	Mighty	Roos	and	a	
power	play	to	the	Ice	Blacks.	Once	again	the	Mighty	Roos	were	up	to	the	challenge.	Pressure	and	penalties	mounted,	
bodies	were	put	on	the	line.	With	seconds	to	go	the	Ice	Blacks	pulled	their	goaltender	to	create	a	last	ditch	effort	to	
equalise	game.		The	Mighty	Roos	defence	held	and	Captain	Tommy	Powell	scored	an	open	net	goal,	taking	the	final	
score	to	2-0	to	the	Mighty	Roos	with	three	seconds	on	the	clock.		
	
Puck	drop	for	the	sold	out	final	game	of	Audi	quattro	Winter	Games	NZ	Trans-Tasman	Challenge	three	test	match	
series	is	at	7pm	Saturday	night.	Live	stream	of	the	game	can	be	found	on	the	Winter	Games,	Ice	Blacks	and	NZIHL	
Facebook	pages.			

FINAL	SCORE:	New	Zealand	0-2	Australia	

MVP	New	Zealand:		#55	Daniel	Lee		

MVP	Australia:	#25	Nicholas	Novysedlak		

ENDS	

CONTACT:	Simone	Flight	
icehockey@wintergamesnz.kiwi	
	
Images	and	VNR:	https://www.dropbox.com/sh/k29trn1crzrm6or/AAADyOJ99uUcaUC9Hdsce2QLa?dl=0		
	
Game	Dates	&	times	
Thursday	September	7,	puck	drop	7.00pm,	doors	open	6pm	
Friday	September	8,	puck	drop	7.00pm,	doors	open	6pm	
Saturday	September	9,	puck	drop	7.00pm,	doors	open	6pm		 	



	

	

New	Zealand	Ice	Blacks	September	2017

Goaltenders:		
#1	Rick	Parry		
#39	Aston	Brookes		
#55	Daniel	Lee		
	

Defensemen:		
#9	Bert	Haines	(Captain)		
#2	Jamie	Lawrence		
#44	Hayden	Argyle		
#23	Nick	Craig	(Alternate)	
#21	Dylan	Devlin		
#27	Mason	Kennedy		
#65	Mitchell	Frear		
#14	Gareth	McLeish	
#5	Blake	Jackson		

	

	

Forwards:		
#67	Ryan	Ruddle		
#11	Oliver	Hay		
#22	Jordan	Challis		
#17	Dale	Harrop		
#86	Alexandr	Polozov		
#43	Chris	Eaden		
#34	Callum	Burns		
#24	Andrew	Cox	(Alternate)		
#16	Paris	Heyd		
#6	Michael	Attwell		
#8	Robin	Vortanov		
#19	Frazer	Ellis		
#56	Kevin	Jagau		
#26	Tristan	Darling		
#12	Braden	Lee		
#82	Adam	Soffer		
#4	Matthew	Schneider		
#88	Connor	Harrison		
#10	Nick	Henderson	

Head	Coach:	Maru	Rout	
Alternate	Coach:	Anatoly	Khorozov	
General	Manager:	Graham	Tappin	
Alternate	Manager:	Ross	Burns	
Physiotherapist:	Natalie	Murphy	
Equipment	Manager:	Pete	Bradshaw		
	
Media	Contact:	Graham	Tappin	
General	Manager,	New	Zealand	Ice	Blacks	
E:	graham.tappin@cedra.co.nz		
M:	021	415	858			

	
	

	
	
	

	

	

	



	

	

Australian	Mighty	Roos	September	2017	

Goaltenders	
#25	Nicholas	Novysedlak		
#20	Charles	Smart		

Defensemen	
#3	Mathew	Lindsay	(Alternate)	
#4	Robert	Haselhurst		
#5	Per	Daniel	Goransson		
#7	James	Woodman		
#8	Michael	Mc	Mahon		
#9	Jack	Carpenter	

	

Forwards	
#6	Kai	Miettinen		
#10	Matt	Stringer	
#11	Brendan	McDowell	
#16	Jordan	Kyros		
#17	Patrick	Nadin		
#18	Zachary	Boyle	
#19	Paul	Baranzelli	
#21	Thomas	Powell	(Captain)		
#24	Mitchell	Humphries	(Alternate)	
	

	
Coach:	Brad	Vigon	
Alternate	Coach:	Matti	Luoma		
Team	Manager:	Ian	Webster		
Alternate	Manager:	Val	Webster	
Chef	De	Mission:	Andy	Mc	Dowell		
	
Media	Contact:	Andy	McDowell	
Vice	President,	Ice	Hockey	Australia	
E:	vp@iha.org.au		
M:	+61	412	929	234	

	


